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MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT
What were you doing 40 years ago? Did you watch 
the first space shuttle hurl into space, watch the 
Royal wedding, vote for President Reagan as our 
40th President, listen to Queen or Michael Jackson 
on the radio or perhaps watch Raiders of the Lost Ark 
in theatres? 

While I cannot say where you were or what you were 
doing 40 years ago, I do know that we had some very 
special people in rural Danville, PA. This special group 
of people were our founders. They worked hard at 
building Danville’s first Ronald McDonald House. 
Visionaries in their own right with all-consuming day 
jobs gave their time, acumen, money, and everything 
they could to make a dream, a reality.  

As we celebrate our 40th anniversary, we remember 
our families who have battled relentlessly for their 
child’s survival, and we stand ready to help those 
whose fight has not yet begun. We salute those 
whose vision and sacrifice so long ago provides a 
safe, secure respite environment for our guests today. 
And, with humility, we invite you to help continue the 
legacy our founders created 40 years ago. 

Jonathan Cummins
President and Chairman of the Board

MAKING A DREAM A REALITY
I remember what I was doing 40 years ago as if it 
were yesterday. I reflect back to a time when there 
was not a dedicated medical team, specially trained, 
to transport tiny babies to the well-established 
Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU) at Geisinger in 
Danville. I am proud to say that I was part of the team 
who birthed the “Baby Buggy” and the “Life Flight” 
programs. These programs delivered vital ground 
and air transportation of tiny babies to the NICU 
which helped save countless lives.

As these programs flourished and more families were 
coming to Danville, we realized there was another 
need we needed to fill. These families needed a 
place to stay, however, not just a room they needed 
a home! Because of donors, like you, we were able 
to embrace these families and surround them with 
comfort and support in a “home-away-from-home” 
called the Ronald McDonald House of Danville.

I was blessed to be deeply involved in the creation 
and operation of the Baby Buggy, Life Flight, and the 
Ronald McDonald House of Danville. I was on the 
original Board of Directors for the House and shared 
the deep commitment to serve while supporting 
the work of this amazing enterprise. My 45-year 
connection and commitment to all that we do, why, 
and how we do it is one of the great motivators of 
my career and my lifetime. I cannot imagine not 
sustaining my connection and support for this 
mission.

Thanks to our founding fathers and you, our amazing 
donors, the commitment made to families 40 years 
ago is stronger than ever. Together, we can continue 
to support families for the next 40 years and beyond!
 
Jim Smith
RMHD Founder and Current Board Member

THANK YOU
It is the simple acts of kindness that help our 
community be a better place. A place that provides 
comfort and support when it is needed the most. 

It is because of you that our founders dream has 
been a reality for 40 years. Allowing the tiny babies, 
a chance to thrive, while providing comfort and hope 
to their family. You embraced the mission and shared 
your love for those in need and for that we will forever 
be grateful.

On behalf of our families, our founders, and Board of 
Directors, THANK YOU!
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YOU CAN MAKE A

DIFFERENCE

“My daughter gave birth to my beautiful granddaughter who was diagnosed with gastroschisis. 

We had the privilege to stay at the Ronald McDonald House of Danville while my granddaughter 

received the necessary medical treatment. It is a beautiful place with amazing people! I really 

appreciate everything the House did for our family.”

~Laielli Family~

 

“We are forever grateful for the support and welcoming arms at the Ronald McDonald 

House of Danville. Without you, we would have been hours away from our beautiful baby 

boy Legend, who is now doing great. Thank you so much for making our unfortunate 

circumstances a better experience.”

  ~Legend’s Family~


